Cardiac manifestation of cystic echinococcosis: comparison of dual-source cardio-computed tomography and cardiac magnetic resonance imaging and their impact on disease management.
We report a rare case of cardiac manifestation of cystic echinococcosis in a young Turkish patient. The patient had a history of cardiac surgery caused by a spontaneously ruptured cardiac mass that was intraoperatively diagnosed as a manifestation of cystic echinococcosis. Spread of the disease occurred in the lower mediastinum and pericardium. The patient was treated with antihelmintic medication in the postsurgical course. Follow-up was performed by cardiac magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and dual-source cardiac-computed tomography (CT). We present the advantages and limitations of both imaging modalities in diagnosing cardiac manifestations of cystic echinococcosis and discuss their impact on therapy planning. We conclude that cardiac MRI and dual-source Cardio-CT contribute in a complimentary way to diagnosing and assessing cyst activity and extend of disease. Imaging plays a major role in the management of this disease because it can detect a response to antihelmintic medication or identify possible treatment options.